
NORTH HAMPTON EVENTS 
                 (in-progress) 
(does not include all births/deaths,..) 

 NEW HAMPSHIRE, NATIONAL  
          & WORLD EVENTS 
           (selected/in-progress) 

Selectmen:  Morris Hobbs, Benjamin 
Hobbs, Isaac Marston. Moses Leavitt Town 
Representative. 5 
 
Henry Alline dies.  “The reverent Henry 
Alline, minister of Falmouth, Nova Scotia, 
in the midst of his zealous travels in the 
cause of Christ, languished on the way, and 
cheerfully resigned his life, at North 
Hampton, 2 February, 1784, in the 35th year 
of his age, who remains are here interred. 75 

1784 The oil lamp is invented. 31 

 

Jefferson proposes a ban on slavery 
everywhere in the U.S. after 1800. 
This proposal is narrowly defeated. 

53 

Population: 525 72 
 
Selectmen: Simon Brown, Benjamin 
Leavitt, Morris Hobbs. Moses Leavitt Town 
Representative. 5 
 
Rev. McClure leaves ministry and forgives 
the town’s debt of 200 pounds because of 
the town’s financial hardship to do the near 
collapse of New Hampshire money and the 
toll of the war. 5 
 
Rev. Benjamin Thurston, from MA and 
graduated from Harvard, is made pastor. 
Ordination party with athletic contests (a 
custom) lasts 2 days, as it’s combined with 
celebrating the end of the war.  In spite of 
the financial hardship, the towns-people pay 
for a huge food feast: 175-lbs beef, 31.75-
lbs. pork, 66.75-lbs. lamb, 57.5-lbs. turkey, 
39.5-lbs. chicken, 14-lbs. rice, 1 bushel rye, 
2.5 bushels apples, 1 peck cranberries, 38.5-
lbs. sugar, 45-lbs. butter, 29.5-lbs. cheese, 5 
dozen eggs, 1 gal. cream, rum, 1 barrel 
cider, 2 gal. brandy, 7 qts. wine, 1 gal. 
molasses, 100 limes (to freshen drinks) and 
2 dozen smoking pipes. 5,37  

1785 Population in New Hampshire: 
376,530 72 
 
Americans suffer from post-war 
economic depression including a 
shortage of currency, high taxes, 
nagging creditors, farm foreclosures 
and bankruptcies. 53 

 

The power loom is invented. 31  
 
 

Selectmen: Tristram Redman, Stephen 
Page, Thomas Marston. Moses Leavitt 
Town Representative. 5 
 
North Hampton votes to make paper money 

1786 Congress adopts monetary system 
based on the Spanish dollar, with a 
gold piece at $10, silver pieces at 
$1, one-tenth of $1 in silver, and 
copper pennies, establishing the 



legal tender. 5 
 
Daniel Gookin petitioned the State for back 
pay while serving in the Revolution, the 
difference being the pay of a serjeant (old 
spelling) and the retro commission pay of 
ensign.  Petition was granted. 167  
 
Moses Leavitt petitions the State to refund 
the Town of North Hampton for over-
payment of fees assessed for “Deficiency of 
Soldiers” in the Revolutionary War.  He 
found that 4 soldiers served in the war, 
which the State did not give the town credit.  
State approved request. 167 
 
While the legislature is in session in Exeter, 
a post-war angry mob (comprised of men 
from surrounding towns) stormed Exeter 
Sept 20th because of economic hardships.  
By the next day, 2000 armed soldiers put 
down the mob, arresting the leaders. 157 

United States mint. 53 

The Virginia legislature passes 
Jefferson's Ordinance of Religious 
Freedom guaranteeing no man may 
be forced to attend or support any 
church or be discriminated against 
because of his religious preference 
(model for the first amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution.) 53 

Selectmen: Stephen Page, Thomas Marston, 
Tristram Redman. 5 
 
Henry Dearborn becomes Brigadier General 
36,109 
 
Six families excused from paying the 
(Puritan) minister tax providing they 
support a minister of their choosing 
(Baptist.) 5 

1787 Levi Hutchins (Concord, NH) 
invents the 1st alarm clock. 31 
 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey become 1st 3 states. 158 

Selectmen: Jacob Brown, Stephen Page, 
Thomas Marston. Moses Leavitt Town 
Representative. 5 
 
Rev. Thurston represents North Hampton at 
the New Hampshire (Constitutional) 
convention in Exeter is a persuasive 
debater. 5 
 
A huge parade in Portsmouth celebrated the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution.  6-
horse coach of musical band lead the 
procession of reapers, haymakers, threshers, 
blacksmiths, sailors, caulkers, shiprights 

1788 Announcement made by Congress 
that the Constitution is in effect 
having been ratified by the required 
nine states. 53 

New Hampshire, one of the thirteen 
colonies, becomes the 9th state. 31, 

157, 158  

Commodity prices stabilize, 
spurring economic recovery and a 
gradual return to pre-war levels of 
prosperity. 53 



(old spelling), rope-makers, tailors, barbers, 
hat-makers and more. 157 

Maryland proposes giving a 10 
square-mile area along the Potomac 
River for the establishment of a 
federal town to be the new seat of 
the U.S. government. 53 

Following an incident in which free 
blacks were kidnapped and 
transported to Martinique, the 
Massachusetts legislature declares 
the slavery trade illegal and 
provides for monetary damages to 
victims of kidnappings. 53  

Britain sends convicted criminals to 
Australia, harsh conditions and little 
food. 195 

Selectmen: Stephen Page, Thomas Marston, 
Jacob Brown. 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Very nice example of the cherub face 
headstone.  Sacred to the Memory of Mrs. 
Sarah (Phillips) Thurston, Consort (wife) of 
Rev. Benjamin Thurston, who Departed this 
Life May the 22nd, AD 1789 in the 34th 
year of her Age (giving birth to his 5th 
child.)  Cherub face headstone, in Latin at 
the base, it says, “Remember you must die.”  
She was his first wife. He married his 

1789 George Washington is sworn in as 
the First President of the United  
States.17,31 From a poor family and 
orphaned at 15. 158 
 

French Revolution begins with the 
fall of the Bastille in Paris, an event 
witnessed by the American 
ambassador, Thomas Jefferson. 53 

 
Guillotin invented by Joseph 
Guillotin. 195 
 
Thanksgiving Day established by a 
congressional resolution and a 
proclamation by George 
Washington. 53 



second wife, Sarah Moulton less than a year 
later. 37,37A 
 
George Washington rides north on Post 
Road through North Hampton, upon 
“Nelson”, his white steed (with a black 
mane), witnessed by Dorothy Leavitt when 
she was 4 years old, to address a crowd in 
Portsmouth October 30th. The whole town 
lines the road to get a glimpse of the first 
president. Washington had been met at the 
New Hampshire border by state councilmen 
and many mounted gentlemen, escorting 
him to Portsmouth by a troop of NH cavalry 
and other military units “drawn-up in 
salute” along the way.  Portsmouth gave 
him a 13-gun salute with 3 days of parades 
and fireworks.  5,8, 31,37,157 

 
Henry Dearborn becomes a Major General 
and is appointed as US Marshall for the 
District of Maine. 5, 36, 32.109 
Population: 657 5 
 
Selectmen: Thomas Marston, Jacob Brown, 
Stephen Page. 5 
 
Henry Dearborn earned the rather dubious 
distinction of committing the first federal 
execution when he hanged the murderer, 
Thomas Bird. 36, 32,109  

 

Simon Leavitt is born to Simon and Sarah 
Drake Leavitt, who will later marry Abigail 
Chapman who dies at 24.  Simon then 
marries Julianna Chapman who lives to be 
80. 192 
 
Mary Marston (daughter of Ensign Samuel 
and Catherine (Carr) Marston) dies at 71 
years old. 
 
Rev. Thurston (age 37) remarries after his 
wife’s death last year in childbirth. His new 
wife, Sarah Moulton (age 50) is the recent 
widow of Gen. Jonathan Moulton, who 

1790 First official US census: 3,929,214 
40,5 

African Americans make up 19 
percent of the population, with 90 
percent living in the South. Native 
Americans were not counted, 
although there were likely over 80 
tribes with 150,000 persons. For 
white Americans, the average age is 
under 16. Most white families are 
large, with an average of eight 
children born. 53 

 

Benjamin Franklin dies in 
Philadelphia at 84. His funeral four 
days later draws over 20,000 
mourners. 53 



stands to inherit a fortune. 5 
Selectmen: Morris Hobbs, Capt. Thomas 
Leavitt, Simeon Fogg. 5 

1791 The First Bank of the US is 
chartered after Treasury Secretary 
Alexander Hamilton argues for a 
centralized banking system.  
Deposits are funded by selling $10 
million in stock. 191 

Selectmen: Stephen Page, Jacob Brown, 
Thomas Leavitt. 5 
 
Dr. Levi Dearborn dies at 62 and buried at 
North Hill Center Cemetery 14, 201. 
b.3/7/1730; surgeon; selectman 1753, 1758; 
enlisted 5/1775 under Capt. Kinsman, who 
served with Col. Stark for 8 months; 
assemblyman in 1775. In June 1776, 
transferred to Henry Dearborn’s company. 
surgeon New Hampshire Militia 1777-1778; 
at age 47 surgeon in Col. Drake’s Regiment 
at Bemis Heights 1777 Pay for 3.8 months 
for Bemis Heights Battle and travel: 18 
pounds/mo+ return travel = 66.0.6p; 1778 
Delegate to Constitutional convention 5 His 
headstone reads,”In Memory of Doctor Levi 
Dearborn, who after a life of extenfive 
ufefulnefs in healing, departed this life 
March 28, 1792 Aged 62.” 201 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon Dearborn, son of Captain John 

1792 James Hoban, an Irish-born 
architect wins a competition 
organized by Pres. George 
Washington & Secretary of State 
Thomas Jefferson to build the White 
House. 18 



Dearborn, opens a tavern on corner (2 
Exeter Road) and Country Road, which was 
then known as Stage Road (now Post 
Road).  At age 26, he is considered too 
young to sell alcohol or mixed drinks 
responsibly and is also forbidden to allow 
gaming, as cards or dice.  5,12 
Selectmen:  Thomas Leavitt, Abraham 
Drake, Jacob Brown. 5 
 
Dispute concerning line between Rye and 
North Hampton was settled by a report 
written by legislative appointments of 3 
men from Newmarket, Kensington and 
Greenland, verified by charter manuscripts 
“final and conclusive.” 39 
 
Henry Dearborn elected to Congress as one 
of Jefferson's Democratic 
Republicans36,32,109 

1793 Vermont Influenza epidemic. 
Influenza kills 500 people in 5 
Virginia counties in 4 weeks.  
Philadelphia has one of the worst 
Yellow fever epidemics ever for 5 
more years as 4,000 people die. 83 
Many unexplained deaths in 
Harrisburg and Middletown, PA.82 

Selectmen: Thomas Leavitt, Abraham 
Drake, Jacob Brown. 5 
 
Simon Dearborn is warned not to charge 
unreasonable rates to travelers at his tavern. 

5 
 
Dr. John Fogg Town Clerk for next 22 
years. 5 

1794 Men’s powdered wigs go out of 
fashion. 158 

Selectmen: Thomas Leavitt, Jacob Brown, 
Abraham Drake. Col. Thomas Leavitt North 
Hampton Town Representative for next 5 
years. 5  General Moses Leavitt appointed 
Senator. 5,71 
 
Currency is almost worthless.  Hard times 
continue. 5 

1795  

Selectmen: Major Thomas Leavitt, Samuel 
Dearborn, John Lamprey. 5 
 
Simon Dearborn is warned, again, that he 
may not allowing gambling in his tavern. 5 
 
Sally Brown dies at 16 (oldest head-stone at 
Little River Cemetery.) 37 

1796 Public sentiment in Portsmouth, NH 
prevents the return of a fugitive 
slave to President Washington31 

Selectmen: Thomas Leavitt, Samuel 1797 John Adams, 2nd U.S. President and 



Dearborn, John Lamprey. 5 
 
Henry Dearborn gives up seat in House of 
Representatives36,109,32 

first resident of White House17, 18 

Selectmen: Thomas Leavitt, Cornet 
Abraham Drake, John Lamprey. 5 
 
Rev. Thurston is paid in US currency of 
$400. 5 
 
Joseph Stacy Leavitt (age 27) father’s son, 
Joseph Stacy Leavitt, Jr.192 

1798  

Selectmen: Thomas Leavitt, John Lamprey, 
Simon Ward. 5 

1799 George Washington dies at 67. 158 
 
1st US smallpox vaccine. 158 
 
The Rosetta Stone is found in Egypt 
enabling translation of 2 forgotten 
Egyptian languages. 195 

Population: 653 12 
Town Inventory: 71 horses; 105-pair oxen; 
246 cows;  546 other cattle. 12 
 
Selectmen: Thomas Leavitt, John Lamprey, 
Thomas Lovering. 5 
 
Because of several years of responsible 
management, tavern owner Simon 
Dearborn, now 34, is allowed to sell 
alcoholic beverages in his establishment 
“during good behavior”. 5 
 
Henry Dearborn, strong Jefferson advocate, 
campaigned actively against John Adams in 
presidential election. 32, 36 
 
Rev. Thurston dismissed as pastor after 
asking for a $100 raise.  He kept few 
records and had bad handwriting.   
He had a shaky position in the community.  
Thurston left town without his furniture.  A 
later minister wrote saying Thurston had 
been accused of “un-Christian-like 
behavior.” 5,37 
 
Chapman garrison house taken down at 120 

1800 National Population: 5,308,483 40 

 

Portsmouth Navy Yard established. 

31 
 
New Hampshire towns added since 
1775: Benton, Bethlehem, Carroll, 
Chatham, Colebrook, Columbia, 
Eaton, Ellsworth, Enfield, Errol, 
Gilford, Jackson, Lincoln, Madbury, 
Madison, Ossipee, Pittsburg, 
Randolph, Stewartstown, 
Tuftonboro. 77 



Post Road. 5,12 
General Moses Leavitt Town 
Representative. Selectmen: Thomas Leavitt, 
Thomas Lovering, Levi Marston.5 

 
Henry Dearborn becomes Secretary of War 
under President Thomas Jefferson. First NH 
person to be appointed to a cabinet post.  5,36  
 
Monument in town erected at birth place of 
Henry Dearborn. 5 

 
 

Feuding in North Hampton between the 
Federalists (24 church members) and the 
Democratic-Republicans (76 church 
members).  Adding fuel to the fire, were the 
two newspapers: the New-Hampshire 
Gazette (Republican) and The Oracle 
(Federalist.) 5 
 
Jonathan French becomes church minister 
for $400 plus 10 cords of hardwood and 10 
cords of pine annually.  Formerly from 
Andover, MA, (both parents Mayflower 
descendents), he graduated from Harvard 
and taught in Andover.  He lived with Col. 
Thomas Leavitt (the show-place of the 
town) for 2 years until French married.  He 
was held in very high esteem and, because 
of his detailed record-keeping, much is 
known about North Hampton 
individuals.5,37 
 
Abigail Cotton (later Leavitt),“a woman of 
very kind feelings”, experienced great 
hardship of the heart.  Due to Tuberculosis 

1801 Thomas Jefferson sworn in as the 
3rd President of the US, but only 
because of the firm opposition of 
Alexander Hamilton to Aaron 
Burr.17,97Born in 1801, 6’2”, 
scientist, musician, architect and 
inventor. 158 
 
General Bonaparte practically 
destroys the Holy Roman Empire.  
Treaty of Lunéville brings peace 
between France and Austria. 97 
 
Russia's Paul I is murdered at 46 in 
St. Michael Palace, St. Petersburg in 
revolution that ends 4½ years of 
insane rule. 97 
 
Revolutionary War general and 
traitor Benedict Arnold dies in 
obscurity of dropsy in London at 
age 60; patriot and philanthropist 
Christopher Ludwick in 
Philadelphia dies at age 80, leaving 
what remains of his fortune for the 
support of free schools for the poor. 

97 
 
Eli Whitney demonstrates to Adams 
and Jefferson in Washington, D.C. 
the interchangeability of parts by 
disassembling guns, scrambling the 
parts, and then assembling new 
weapons. 97 

 
Population (in millions): China 295, 
India 131, Ottoman Empire 21, 
Japan 15, Russia 33, France 27.4, 
the German states 14.1, Britain 10.4, 
Ireland 5.2, Spain 10.5, Egypt 2.5, 
and the United States 5.3, of whom 
1 million live west of the 
Alleghenies (two thirds of 
Americans live within 50 miles of 
the Atlantic Ocean). 97 



(“consumption”, a big killer for next 50+ 
years), she buried her first husband, Thomas 
Cotton this year.  Within the next 4 years, 
she buried all of her five children, her 
father-in-law and one grandchild, leaving 
her with only one relative, a grandson. 37 
 
Benjamin Leavitt dies at 64. 37 
 
Virgin forest for ship masts becoming 
depleted. Still a few stands of virgin forest 
in various sections of North Hampton. 5 

 
Philadelphia has only 70,000 
people; New York 60,000; Boston 
25,000. 97 London  by far the largest 
European city, with a population of 
nearly 1.1 million, compared with 
547,000 in Paris.97 

Col. Thomas Leavitt Town Representative 
for 3 years. Selectmen: Thomas Leavitt, 
Levi Marston, Samuel Dearborn. 5 

 

Sarah Drake Leavitt, wife of Simon Leavitt, 
dies at 46. 192 

1802  

Selectmen: Thomas Leavitt, Samuel 
Dearborn, Levi Marston. 5 
 
Parsonage built at North Hill for $900.  
Rev. French marries and ultimately has 11 
children. 5 
 
Nathaniel Batchelder dies.  John Leavitt 
was killed by a falling tree limb.  General 
Moses Leavitt dies at 6014.  Joseph Stacy 
Leavitt (signature below), son of Col. 
Thomas Leavitt, dies at 33, having been a 
Minuteman sometime after 1795 and an inn 
keeper in Hampton. 37,192,198 
 
 
 
Fort Dearborn, named for Henry Dearborn, 
constructed, later establishing the city of 
Chicago. 32,36,109 

1803 US purchases the Louisiana 
Territory from the French. 195 
 
New York Yellow Fever epidemic82 

Selectmen: Thomas Leavitt, Levi Marston, 
Samuel Dearborn. 5 
 
First school board appointed to regulate the 
education in the various schools in North 
Hampton.  Board members included Rev. 
Jonathan French, Judge Daniel Gookin and 
Dr. John Fogg (town physician.) 5 

1804 Henry Dearborn orders a fort to be 
built at the southern tip of Lake 
Michigan, named Fort Dearborn. 5 
  
Napoleon Bonaparte crowns himself 
Emperor of France. 195 
 
Lewis & Clark begin their 



 
Thomas Cotton, infant son of Morris and 
Huldah Cotton, dies at 10 month old and 
buried at Little River Cemetery. 14 
 
Thomas Cotton dies 12/31 at 47.  He had 
served in the Revolutionary War at 19 years 
old.14 
 
Fish Houses begin to appear and road is 
petitioned to fish houses. 5,6,8,12 

 

 

 

 

expedition to the west coast. 31, 158 

Daniel Gookin elected Town Representative 
for 4 years. Selectmen: Daniel Gookin, 
Cotton Marston, Tristram Dalton. 5 
 
Simon Leavitt (8th child of John Leavitt) 
marries his 2nd wife, the Widow Abigail 
Lamprey Cotton, at age 52, after being a 
widower for 3 years. 192 
 
Some deaths recorded: Simeon Marston, 
Simon Dow, Joseph Garland at 71. 37, 79 

1805  

Selectmen: Cotton Marston, Tristram 
Dalton, Daniel Gookin. 5 
 
Samuel Jenness dies. 
Joseph Brown, 24, son of Joseph Brown 
and Mr. Jenness drown.  (See “The Vital 
Records of North Hampton, NH by 
Susannah Clark-Curl for details.) 37A 
 
Jonathan Wedgewood, first town clerk of 
North Hampton in 1742, dies at 90.   
 
Mary Hobbs dies at 79 years old and is 
buried at Center Cemetery.  She was the 
wife of Maurice Hobbs III.  The headstone 
was erected by JWF Hobbs years later. 14 
 
Country Road now known as State Road 
(later to become Post Road.) 5 

1806 Noah Webster publishes 1st US 
dictionary. 158 
 
Gas street lighting introduced. 158 

 
Louis and Clark return from 
exploring the Louisiana Purchase 
Territories. 31 

Selectmen: Cotton Marston, Tristram 1807 British government makes slave 



Dalton, Daniel Gookin. 5 
 
Rev. French, a very dedicated member of 
the community, donates school books: 18 
on good manners at $1.50; 6 Franklin 
Primers at 58-cents; 36 Moses in the 
Bulrushes; and 12 “4 Medley for a Child” at 
$1.50. 5 
 
Bethiah Dearborn, wife of Capt. John 
Dearborn, dies at 66. 
 
Cart path to fish houses become an 
improved road. 5 
 
The going rate for a housekeeper was 17-
cents a day. 5 
 
Jonathan Moulton house built at 130 Mill 
Road. 7 

trading illegal. 195 
 
Robert Fulton’s Steamboat 
Clermont31 

Selectmen: Daniel Gookin, Cotton Marston, 
Tristram Dalton. 5 
 
Joshua Brown dies. 37 

1808 New Hampshire state capital is 
established in Concord. 31 
 
Congress bans African slave trade. 

158 
Selectmen: Daniel Gookin, Cotton W. 
Marston, Tristram Dalton. 5 
 
Henry Dearborn ceases to be Secretary of 
War. 36 
 
Blueberries, called whortleberries.  
Gingerbread is sold for 6-cents. 5 
 
Cotton W. Marston elected Town 
Representative for 2 years. 5 
 
David C. Smith dies at 30yr.7mo. 37 

1809 James Madison, 4th President of 
U.S. 17First president to wear 
modern trousers instead of nee-
breeches; 5’4” tall. 158 

 
Revolutionary General John Stark, 
hero of the Battle of Bennington, 
writes the statement “Live Free or 
Die”. 69  This becomes a “toast” at 
soldier reunions.  
 
Fort Constitution explosion during 
an Independence Day celebration 
badly damaged the Captain’s House 
and killed 14 people. 31 

Selectmen: Daniel Gookin, Cotton W. 
Marston, Tristram Dalton. 5 
 
5th recorded earthquake in colonial times. 41 

 
David Marston dies. 37 

1810 National Population: 7,239,881 40  
 
 
Exeter, NH is strongly shaken by an 
intensity VI earthquake.  The shock 
is accompanied by a very unusual 



 
Jeremiah Fogg, New Hampshire State 
Senator, killed by a fall into an open well 
while under the influence of alcoholic 
spirits. 37, 71 

noise like a great explosion directly 
beneath the area.  Windows break in 
Portsmouth and a vessel in the 
harbor seems to strike bottom.  The 
shock is also felt in Maine at 
Kennebunk and Portland. 41 

Housekeeping wages, which could include 
spinning, now 25-cents/day.  Machine-
manufactured cloth is used for outer 
garments, but hand-spun/ hand-woven flax 
(linen) and wool are still used for 
undergarments, sheets and towels. 5 
 
Thomas Lovering is Town Representative. 
Selectmen: Thomas Marston, Jonathan 
Hobbs, Morris Lamprey. 5 
 
Bengaman Johnson dies at 96.  Lieut. 
Jonathan Page dies at 85. 37 

1811 Gangs in England called “Luddites”, 
smash weaving and spinning 
machines because their jobs are at 
risk. 195 
 
New Madrid Earthquakes, 8.6, 8.4, 
8.0 on the Richter scale, reverse 
course of Mississippi River. 
Scientists estimate every 300-500 
years that there will be major 
earthquakes in this region. 83 

Samuel F. Leavitt is Town Representative. 
Selectmen: Thomas Marston, Jonathan 
Hobbs and Morris Lamprey. 5 
 
Demand for wool in textile mills due to war.  
North Hampton raises sheep for woolen 
sales. 5 

 

President James Madison appoints Henry 
Dearborn, age 61, in command of the 
American armies in the northeast. Dearborn, 
in ill health, wanted to decline, but couldn’t 
refuse a president.  He suffered from 
obesity and bilious attacks.  He became so 
ill, that his men had to help him mount his 
horse.  5,32,36 
 
Republicans in town support the war and 
the local Federalists violently oppose the 
war.  North Hampton’s lumber industry is 
abruptly halted.  No ground corn, grains and 
other produce can be shipped out.  
Republicans are blamed, so the Federalist 
number grows from a minority to about 
equal that of the Republicans. 5 
 
Dearborn and Sampson open wagon-

1812 War of 1812 – United States 
declares war on Britain31  
Approximately 24,000 die during 
the war (Fatality figure may include 
some wounded.) The US force was 
286,730 serving, 4505 wounded and 
2260 dying on the field of battle. 

85,113 
 
White House, is torched by British; 
fire is put out by thunder storm; is 
rebuilt by original architect Hoban 
and painted white for the first 
time.18, 158 

 

The war is very unpopular in New 
England.  Portsmouth’s foreign 
trade is destroyed as a result of the 
embargo during the war. 5,31 
 
Brothers Grimm write a collection 
of fairy tales, including “Hansel and 
Gretel”. 195 



making shop (first in town.) 5 
 
Some of North Hampton’s men who served 
in “The War of 1812”: Benjamin Brown, 
Capt. David Brown, Capt. Jacob Brown, 
Nathan Brown, Stacy Brown, Tristam 
Dalton (age 38), Lt. John Lamprey, Capt. 
Benjamin Leavitt, S. Page Philbrook, 
Joseph Rand and Samuel Tarlton – none of 
whom killed in action. 79 
Thomas Lovering is Town Representative. 
Selectmen: Thomas Marston, Jonathan 
Hobbs, Morris Lamprey.5 

 

Henry Dearborn resigns his command in the 
field due to extremely ill health. 5 

1813 Mary Pickersgill sews the Star-
Spangled Banner, inspiring the 
anthem. 193 
 
Third devastating fire in 
Portsmouth. 31 

Daniel Gookin is Town Representative. 
Selectmen: Thomas Marston, Jonathan 
Hobbs, David Brown. 5 

 

Written this year of John Dearborn (d. 
1750), “Aged people, still living in North 
Hampton, represent deacon Dearborn to 
have been a very worthy character and 
deserving of what is recorded on his 
tombstone to his memory.  The honourable 
Henry Dearborn, esquire, well known in the 
annals of the American revolutionary war, 
and in various important public stations, a 
native of North Hampton, is a grandson of 
that venerable saint.” 75 

1814 The “Star Spangled Banner 
becomes official National Anthem. 

31 
 
George Stephenson steam 
locomotive. 31 

Lt. Jonathan Hobbs is elected Town 
Representative for 2 years. Selectmen: 
Thomas Marston, David Brown, Samuel F. 
Leavitt. 5 
 
John William Fogg Hobbs is born January 
3rd, who will become founder of the horse-
drawn trolley service in Boston. 12 
 
James R. Leavitt is born. 
 
Northern District School built of brick on 
Cherry Road near Stage (Post) Road. 5,32   

1815 American forces win the Battle of 
New Orleans, not knowing the war 
was already over. (War of 1812 
which lasted 3 years.) 31 

Jonathan Marston Town clerk for 6 years. 
Selectmen: David Brown, Benjamin Leavitt 

1816 “Year without a Summer” has 
widespread cold throughout the 



and Samuel F. Leavitt. 5 
 
The “Era of Good Feelings” politically 
finds peace among the two factions in North 
Hampton.  Meeting House steeple is built 
and Paul Revere Bell rings for the first time 
by “Young” Samuel Chapman.  He receives 
$1 for his services. 5,8 
 
Freewill Baptist Society is incorporated. 5,8 

United States with massive crop 
failure. 83 

President Monroe and Henry Dearborn pass 
through North Hampton to Portsmouth. 5 
 
Capt. David Brown is elected Town 
Representative for 2 years.  Selectmen: 
Jacob Brown, Jr., Francis Drake, John 
Dearborn, Jr. 5 

1817 James Monroe, 5th President of U.S. 
17 
 
Work begins on the Erie Canal 
linking New York City to the Great 
Lakes. 195 

Selectmen: Jacob Brown, Jr., Francis Drake, 
John Dearborn, Jr. 5 
 
Simon Dearborn , now 52 and tavern owner 
for 26 years, is considered a solid citizen.  
He leaves his business to help his brother, 
John Dearborn, Jr., as a blacksmith. 5 
 
Rev. French introduces “Sunday School” 
for the first time. 5 

1818 Paul Revere dies. 31 
 
Karl Drais manufactures bicycle. 31 

Capt. Benjamin Leavitt is elected Town 
Representative for 3 years.  Selectmen: John 
Dearborn, Jr., Abraham Towle (former 
Minuteman c.1795)198, Morris Lamprey.  5 
 
Cornet Abraham Drake, son of Colonel 
Abraham Drake, dies at 74 and buried at 
Center Cemetery. 14,39,35, 37 

1819 Toleration Act passes and will 
ultimately separate church and town 
authority throughout New 
Hampshire. 5,8 

Selectmen: Abraham Towle (former 
Minuteman c.1795)198, Morris Lamprey, 
John Leavitt. 5 
 
David McClure Leavitt, son of Capt. Moses 
Leavitt (fellow former Minuteman198 with 
Selectman Abraham Towle), dies at sea at 
43 years old.192 
 
Abigail Leavitt’s first husband was Thomas 
Cotton.  She lost 8 family members (5 

1820 National Population: 9,638,453 40 



children) in 5 years with only one relative 
remaining, 1 grandchild.  289 people died 
between 1800-1825 (91 under 10 years old) 
in this area.  The life span averaged 37 
years old. 37,37A 
 
A tavern is said to have sold 40 hogsheads 
of “fiery New England rum” as a movement 
for temperance emerges. 5 
Selectmen: Jeremiah Brown, Samuel F. 
Leavitt, Jonathan Hobbs. 5 
 
250 cadets from West Point march from 
West Point to Boston to honor Henry 
Dearborn. 5 

1821 Napoleon Bonaparte dies in exile on 
the island of St. Helena. 195 
 
Cherokees develop the 1st Native 
American alphabet. 158 

Selectmen: Jeremiah Brown, Samuel F. 
Leavitt, Jonathan Hobbs. 5 
 
Henry Dearborn becomes Minister to 
Portugal under President Monroe. 5,32,36,109 
 
Capt. John Dearborn, brother of Henry 
Dearborn, still alive and living in North 
Hampton. 5 
 
Tristram Dalton becomes Town 
Representative.  George Odell Town Clerk 
for next 11 years. 5 
 
Deborah Leavitt Hobbs, wife of Morris 
Hobbs, dies at 73. 192 Thomas Hobbs dies at 
74. 37 Joseph Fogg, Regimental 
Quartermaster 2nd New Hampshire 5/23-
12/1775, dies. 

1822 Maj. Gen. Stark, Revolutionary War 
hero, dies at 94. 157 
 
Liberia is established to send slaves 
back to Africa. 195 
 
Potato crops fail in Ireland causing 
famine. 195 
 
Wild tea bushes in India discovered 
ending China’s monopoly. 195 
 
Clement Moore writes “Twas the 
Night Before Christmas”. 158 

Selectmen: Jeremiah Brown, Samuel F. 
Leavitt, Jonathan Hobbs. 5 
 
Rev. French writes document “Account of 
Citizens of North Hampton and Where 
They Lived” listing 3 free black men living 
near the mills named William Scott, Paul 
Long and Caesar Jenness. 5 
 
Joshua Pickering elected as Town 
Representative for 2 years. 5 
 

1823 President James Monroe establishes 
the Monroe Doctrine, warning 
European countries not to attempt 
creating new colonies in the US.  He 
had a successful 8 years as 
president, referred to as the “era of 
good feelings.” 158 
 
Laconia’s Belknap Mill is built (the 
oldest unaltered brick knitting mill 
in America.) 31 
 



Tarleton house built (41 Atlantic) 3,7,9 
 
Batchelder house “Thimble Farm” built at 
37 Atlantic. 3,7,9 

“Home Sweet Home” most popular 
song in US. 158 

Selectmen: Jonathan Hobbs, Abraham 
Leavitt, Nathaniel Batchelder. 5 
 
Joseph Taylor is killed by a falling tree at 
74 years old and buried at Center Cemetery 
3/27.  “I leave this ??ate of ??? here pains & 
sorrow grow ????by that ???????? ev’ry 
scene of woe.”14 He was a private in the 
Revolutionary War (not listed as officer.)168 

1775 in 3rd Co. 2nd Regiment of Foot Col. 
Enoch Poor 1775; 1776 served under Capt. 
Moses Leavitt; had 4 pounds deducted from 
pay when issued a regiment coat.167  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revolutionary War Hero General Lafayette 
(age 66) traveled north on Stage Road (Post 
Road) on his way from Newburyport to 
Portsmouth in his carriage, and stops at the 
North Hill green to receive a tribute written 
by Rev. French and presented by Col. 
Thomas Leavitt and Capt. John Dearborn. 

5,8, 166 

1824 The Great Salt Lake is discovered. 

158 



 
 
Benjamin Dalton, 24 yrs. 7 months old (son 
of Tristram Dalton), dies while at sea on 
schooner.  He and a man from Seabrook 
were drowned.  “His body was found this 
morning and brought here and buried at 
Little River.” His father, co-founder of the 
Freewill Baptist Church and soldier in the 
War of 1812, was buried next to him in 
1854. 14,37,37A 
 
Brick school built at Little River for $212 
($112 over budget) located on site of former 
school. 5 
 
“Squire” Nathaniel Batchelder buys Simon 
Dearborn’s tavern, naming it the “Half-way 
Tavern”, because it’s about half-way 
between Portland and Boston.  The 
inn/tavern has 22 rooms, including a 
“bride’s chamber.”  The bridal room had an 
arched ceiling, and while it was for newly-
weds, more often it would be wealthy 
travelers who would rent the room.  
Itinerate judges would hold court here.  
Local legend says 50 barrels of rum would 
be sold here annually. 5,12 
 
Henry Dearborn ceases to be Minister to 
Portugal. 32,36,109 
Selectmen: Abraham Leavitt, Nathaniel 
Batchelder, Tristram Dalton. 5,198   
 
 
 
 

1825 John Quincy Adams, 6th President 
of  U.S. 17Raised in Braintree, MA; 
5’7” tall, plump and white 
sideburns; first president to be 
photographed; first to be a published 
poet.  He would “skinny dip” in the 



 
 
Samuel Leavitt, Moderator. Capt. Jacob 
Brown, Levi Brown, John Page, Eben M. 
Dalton, Francis Drake, Joshua Pickering, 
James Batchelder, Samuel Batchelder, Col. 
John Taylor, Jacob Brown and Jonathan 
Moulton surveyors of highways.  Capt. 
Benjamin Leavitt Pound Keeper. Abraham 
Leavitt surveyor of Lumber, 198 Elder 
Ebenezer Leavitt elected Town 
Representative for 2 years. 5 
 
After returning to France, Lafayette writes a 
letter to the people of North Hampton 
thanking them for the courtesy.  The letter is 
read at town meeting and voted to accept it 
into the minutes. 5, 198 
 
2-Story brick school house is built on north 
side of Post Road at North Hill. 2 class 
rooms on ground floor and social hall on 
second floor. 5,12 
 
Isaac Marston dies. Benjamin Shaw dies at 
59. 37John Brown died 8/23/1825 at 50 
years old.  He cleared roads. He had the 
gravel (kidney stones) and cancer in the 
liver, heart and lungs, bleeding internally 
and an 8-pound 10-oz spleen.  He wanted to 
die.14,16,37 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nathaniel Leavitt, Revolutionary soldier 
(Service Serial Number: NH33479) dies in 
February168 

Potomac River ever morning in 
good weather. 158 
 
John Quincy Adams quoted as 
saying when contemplating the 
possibility of a steam railroad that 
would travel at the amazing speed 
of 25 miles per hour would take 
away one’s breath and might even 
cause death. 5 
 
Alexander I Russian Czar dies after 
eating poisonous mushrooms. 195 
 
The first stagecoach travel guide 
book published. 158  

Selectmen: Abraham Leavitt, Nathaniel 1826 John Adams and Thomas Jefferson 



Batchelder, Tristram Dalton. 5 
 
 
 
 
Abraham Leavitt, Jr. is paid $11.81 for 
work on the parsonage including items as 
windows $1, sill under hogs pen $1, 
building cellar way $7.09, 9 clapboards for 
15-cents, 150 shingles for 40-cents; 2-lbs of 
wrought nails 40-cents. 
 
Construction of Lafayette Road (Rt. 1) 
begins.8 
 
A strong prohibition movement in town.  6 
people kicked out of church for their 
drinking habits. 37 

 
1st Lieutenant James Wedgewood, 
Revolutionary War soldier, dies 5/18168 
 
The old (first) Little River school house 
moved to 48 Woodland Rd. 5,12 

die on July 4th. 158 
 
American Temperance Society 
formed in Boston, against strong 
liquor consumption. 5 
 
Joseph Nicephore Niepce 
Photography31 
 

 


