
NORTH HAMPTON EVENTS 
                 (in-progress) 
(does not include all births/deaths,..) 

 NEW HAMPSHIRE, NATIONAL 
          & WORLD EVENTS 
           (selected/in-progress) 

Selectmen: Otis S. Brown, Cyrus Fogg, 
Fred L. Cotton. Emmons T. Brown 
Town Rep 2 yrs. 5 
 
Stage plays and dances begin to be held 
in Town Hall. 32 
 
In late June, 130 trucks were handled at 
the North Hampton RR station for 
vacationers in one day. 5 
 
Irving W. Brown house built at 31 
Maple Road. 7,12 

1901 President William McKinley, while 
attending the Pan-American 
Exposition, was shot twice by an 
assassin. 158 

 
At 42 years old, Rancher, explorer, 
historian and author Theodore 
Roosevelt bec0omes 26th President of 
the U. S.  He was the first president to 
fly in an airplane and ride in a 
submarine. 17, 158 

 

US grants citizenship to Indians of the 
“5 Civilized Tribes”. 158 

 
Queen Victoria dies 65,195 
 
First modern safety razor sold. 158 

 
Pablo Picasso’s Blue Period 65 

Selectmen: Otis S. Brown, Cyrus Fogg, 
Fred L. Cotton. 5 
 
The Garlands of Little Boar’s Head start 
a successful business making lobster 
traps and shipped 50 traps to Gloucester, 
MA.  5 
 
School graduation ceremonies held in 
Town Hall. 32 
 
Lydia A. Breed, wife of William J. 
Breed, served in the Woman’s Relief 
Corps #4 in 1886 at the end of the Civil 
War.  She died 2/25/19-2 at 54 and was 
buried at Center Cemetery. 14 
 
G. A. Batchelder raised hogs, sent by 
carloads to Boston by G. L. Seavey. 12 

1902 Over a million acres burn in 
Washington and Oregon. 83 
 
“The Hounds of the Baskervilles” by  
A.C. Doyle 65 
 
US Army uniform color changes from 
blue to olive drab. 158 

 
Goliad, TX tornado his 114. 83 

Selectmen: Otis S. Brown, Oliver S. 
Hobbs, Irving W. Brown. John W. 
Warner Town Rep 2 yrs.  Roy R. Rollins 
Town Clerk for next 14 years. 5 

1903 Henry Ford develops the Model A. 45 

 

First World Series (baseball) 65 
 



 
52 members of the North Hampton 
Grange go by trolley from Hampton to 
Amesbury, MA to present a program. 5 
 
RFD first mail delivery 18 miles by 
Louis Chevalier.  (Later, Kendall 
Chevalier, his grandson, becomes mail 
carrier.) 5 
 
Orrin B. Leavitt produced 1,650 pounds 
of butter using milk from his Jersey 
cows and his Sharples Cream Separator. 

12 

First airplane flight by Wright Brothers. 
65, 158 

 
King Gillette markets the first 
disposable razor 65 
 
The Great Train Robbery (film) 65 
 
Tornado rips through GA killing 98. 
Forest fire in Adirondacks burn 
637,000 acres. 602 die in the Chicago 
Iroquois Theatre fire. 83, 85 

Selectmen: Otis S. Brown, Oliver S. 
Hobbs, Irving W. Brown. 5 
 
Little Boar’s Head moves to establish a 
separate town from North Hampton and 
fails. 5,8 
 
“Hic’ry Farm” play staged in Town 
Hall. 12 
 
Morris H. Smith dies after being RR 
station master for 47 years. 5 
 
Lumber industry still alive in North 
Hampton. David Lamprey moves his 
portable steam sawmill to Lobs Hole and 
saws 150,000 feet of lumber. 5 
 
North Hampton votes in Presidential 
election: Roosevelt 121 votes; Democrat 
Alton B. Parker 103 votes. 5 

1904 More than 1,500 buildings are lost to 
Fire in Baltimore with $150 million in 
damages.  The excursion steamer, 
General Slocum, has a fire on board 
near New York, and kills 1,021 of the 
1,350 passengers. 83, 85 
 
New York City subway opens. 65 
 
Russo-Japanese War begins. 65,195 
 
Work on Panama Canal begins. 195 
 
Cy Young pitches 1st “perfect” baseball 
game, letting no batters reach 1st base. 
158 

 
First comic book published. 10 
 
Ice cream cones become popular for 
first time. 158 

 
Benjamin Holt manufactures tractor. 31 
 
Helen Keller graduates from college 65 

Selectmen: Pos S. Brown, Irving W. 
Brown, Arthur E. Seavey. 5 
 
Charles Batchelder Town Rep 2 yrs.  He 
is owner of the horse-drawn stage coach 
which delivers summer guests to the 
Bachelder’s Hotel (not related.) 5 

1905 Bloody Sunday in Russia 65 
 
Portsmouth’s Wentworth Hotel hosts 
the signing of the treaty formally 
ending the Russo (Russian)-Japanese 
War ends.  Theodore Roosevelt 
becomes the first president to win the 



 
Little Boar’s Head District established 
by the State Legislature. 5,8 

 

Charles C. Barton b. 1/9/1814 d. 
9/30/1905, died at 91.  He was 
remembered as a barefoot boy, whose 
mother died before he was 6.  He was 
“bound out” to Jacob Brown, given 
room and board for labor for 2 years.  At 
9, he worked for Joseph F. Marston at 
$5/month, with a raise to $7/month until 
he overslept one day and was fired.  He 
then worked for Mr. Batchelder as a 
farmhand.  In the 1850’s, he bought 25 
acres of land in North Hampton, which 
grew over time to 500 acres.  He had 
several major accidents during his life: a 
hay bail fell on his head.  In 1871 at 57, 
he was kicked by a horse.  In 1876, there 
was a revival in town.  He had not been 
a religious man, but when he heard that, 
“one will be taken and the other left”, he 
was baptized at 63.  He was buried in 
Center Cemetery.14 
 
Four mail trains to Boston and three 
from Boston each day. 5 
 
Marshes along Ocean Blvd. overflow 
across the trolley tracks for over a week. 

5 
 
Simon Dearborn’s Tavern (then 
Nathaniel Batchelder’s, then later 
Harrison Dalton’s Tavern) is razed. 
(estimated date.) 5 

Nobel Peace Prize after mediating this 
peace. 65, 31, 158 

 
Cause of tuberculosis discovered 65 
 
World’s largest diamond discovered in 
South Africa.  The Cullinan diamond 
weighs more than 1.4-lbs. or as much 
as a grapefruit. 195 
 
Einstein develops Theory of Relativity 
65 
 
Nickelodeon (5-cent) movie theaters 65, 

158 

 
Snyder, OK tornado kills 97. 83 

Town Inventory: 274 horses; 12-pair 
oxen; 589 cows; 123 other neat stock; 66 
sheep; 8 hogs12 
 
Selectmen: Otis S. Brown, Irving W. 
Brown, Arthur E. Seavey. 5 
 
Sterling Manufacturing Company of 
Boston came to North Hampton, in part 

1906 Henry Ford makes the Model N car. 45 
 
Seven hundred persons die or missing 
in one of the greatest earthquakes ever 
to hit California. Damage is extensive 
in San Francisco, increased perhaps 
tenfold by raging fires. Total damage is 
estimated at over $500 million.  
Including the urban conflagration that 



of the Warner Carriage Shop, making 
washboards, pastry boards, sleeve 
boards and broom handles. 5 

followed, an estimated 3,000 died. 42, 83, 

85, 158 

301 horses in North Hampton. 5 
 
Selectmen: Otis S. Brown, Irving W. 
Brown, Arthur E. Seavey. 5 
 
Levi W. Fogg Town Rep 2 yrs. 5 
 
Library built for $4,988.87 by Warren B. 
Moulton and Irving Brown contractors. 
(Now the old town office and Heritage 
Conference Room.)  Levi W. Fogg, 
librarian for 21 years. 5,8,12 
 
Morris Hobbs house (built approx. 1700) 
destroyed by fire after 4 generations of 
Hobbs lived here. 5 
 
Second S. A. Dow Store Built (now 
Joe’s Meat Market) where Philbrick Tin 
Shop had been before it was moved. 
Previous store then was used to store 
grain. 5,12 

1907 Immigration to US at 1.2 million 65 
 
Oklahoma becomes 46th US state. 158 

 
Commercial silk-screening was 
invented. 10 
 
Coal mine explosion in Monongha, 
WV kills 362.  13 days later, another 
mine explosion in Jacobs Creek, PA 
leaves 239 dead. 83, 85 
 
Alva Fisher, Hurley Corporation, 
manufactures the electric washing 
machine. 31 

 

Market Panic: The New York Stock 
Exchange loses half its value and 
thousands of businesses fail.  J.P. 
Morgan puts up his own money to stop 
a bank run in New York.  Teddy 
Roosevelt agrees to give him $25 
million to act as a central bank. 191 
 
First daily cartoon “Mutt & Jeff” 65 

 

Picasso introduces Cubism 65 
Selectmen: Otis S. Brown, Irving W. 
Brown, Arthur E. Seavey. 5 
 
In 1900’s, 21 trains each way daily in 
the summer, stopping in North Hampton 
for beach tourism. 5 
 
North Hampton votes in Presidential 
election: Republican William H. Taft 
113 votes; Democrat W. J. Bryan 99 
votes. 5 

1908 Henry Ford manufactures the Model T  
Automobile, first affordable car to the 
general public. 45, 158 

 
US denies immigration to Japanese 65 

 
Boy Scouts founded in England 65 

 
19 tornados kill 401 from LA to GA83 

 
Average life expectancy 47 years. 14% 
of households had a bathtub; 8% had a 
telephone. Average wage 22 
cents/hour. 95% of births took place in 
the home. Sugar four cents a pound; 
eggs fourteen cents a dozen; coffee 



fifteen cents a pound.81 
Selectmen: Otis S. Brown, Irving W. 
Brown, Arthur E. Seavey. Otis Brown 
Town Rep 2 years. 5 

1909 332-pound William Howard Taft 
became the 27th President of U.S.  He 
once got stuck in the White House bath 
tub, and then ordered a new tub 
designed to fit him. 17, 158 

 
American explorer Robert Perry, 1 
black man Mathew Henson, and his 
team of Inuit Indians are the first to 
reach the North Pole. 195 
 
“Gertie the Dinosaur” is the first fully-
animated film. 158 

 
New Hampshire officially adopts its 
state flag. 31 
 
US Lincon-head penny replaces the 
Indian-head penny. 158 

 
350 die in hurricanes in Louisiana and 
Mississippi. The Cherry (IL) Coal mine 
explodes killing 259.  83, 85 

Population: 783 12,39 
 
Selectmen: Otis S. Brown, George L. 
Farland, Gilman H. Moulton. 5 
 
Elm tree planted at geographical center 
of town a few rods from Four Corners 
(Atlantic and Lafayette). 5 
 
Tom Graves house built at 22 Post Road 
(on site of Simon Fogg’s house built 
prior to 1857.) 11 

1910 National Population: 91,972,266 40 
 
Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens) dies. 

46,65 
 
The Mauretania ocean-liner sets new 
speed record for crossing the Atlantic 
in less than 5 days. 195 
 
Boy Scouts of America and the Camp 
Fire Girls are established. 158 

 
The first sneakers (tennis shoes) 
become popular. 158 

 
President Taft starts the tradition of 
throwing out the first baseball on 
opening day of the season, for a game 
between the Washington Senators and 
the Philadelphia Athletics. 158 

 
Appearance of Halley’s Comet incites 



the public 65 
 
Glacier National Park, Montana 26 

 

3 million acres of forest burn in 
Montana’s “Big Blowup” and 86 die. 83 
 
The Wellington (WA) avalanche kills 
96. 85,127 
 
Frank Lloyd Wright designs the Robie 
House 65 

Selectmen: Otis S. Brown, George L. 
Garland, Gilman H. Moulton. Thomas 
B. Shaw Town Rep 2 yrs. 5 
 
Warren Batchelder’s portable sawmill 
boiler is hauled from North Hampton to 
Exeter, pulled by a 9-yoke team of oxen 
and halted in the Exeter square, causing 
much excitement. The drivers of the 
team were: Orace J. Moulton, James 
Bachelder and Arthur W. Brown. Some 
of the oxen belonged to Payson H. 
Marston and Bert Tarleton. 5 
 
William J. Breen, born 3/17/1846, who 
served in the “Grand Army of the 
Republic” (Civil War) 1861-1866, died 
5/20/1911 and was buried in Center 
Cemetery. 14 

1911 “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” written 
by Berlin 65 
 
Chinese Rebellion over-throws Ch’ing 
Dynasty, ending 30 centuries of 
imperial rule. 195 
 
The Pulitzer Prize is established. 158 

 
Trust Busts:  The US Supreme Court 
declares Standard Oil to be an 
“unreasonable monopoly under the 
Sherman Antitrust Act. 191 
 
Rutherford’s atomic structure theory 65 
 
Lincoln Memorial, D.C. dedicated 26 

Selectmen: Otis S. Brown, George L. 
Garland, Gilman H. Moulton. 5 
 
North Hampton votes in Presidential 
election: Democrat Woodrow Wilson 
107 votes; Progressive T. Roosevelt 23 
votes; Republican William H. Taft 75 
votes. 5 

1912 “Continental Drift” Theory 65 
 
The Flying Schoolgirl “Little Katie” 
Stinson, pilot, aviatrix stunt pilot and 
instructor. 78 
 
Jim Thorpe wins gold at Olympics 65 
 
New Mexico and Arizona become the 
47th and 48th states. 158 

 
RMS Titanic, the largest passenger 
steamship in the world (at that time), 
launched 4/10, hits iceberg 4/14 and 
sinks 4/15 killing between 1,490 and 



1,522. 19, 85,128 
Selectmen: Otis S. Brown, George L. 
Garland, Gilman H. Moulton. Fred W. 
Berry Town Rep 2 yrs. 5 
 
The General Court Passes an act to 
provide for the election of delegates to 
the National Convention by direct vote 
of the people.  The primary date is set 
for the third Tuesday in May. 31 

1913 Woodrow Wilson, 28th Pres. of U.S.  
He was a slow-learner as a child and 
couldn’t read until he was 9; however 
he was the only president to earn his 
Ph.D. (political science) at John 
Hopkins University. 17, 158 

 

Woman suffrage march on 
Washington65 
 
Henry Ford develops assembly line 65, 

158 

 
Ohio River floods killing 454. 83  Easter 
Sunday tornadoes kill 181 in NE to IA 
with 94 of the casualties in Omaha. 83 

Great Lakes Blizzard kills 250. 85,129,130 
 
Albert Schweitzer opens clinic in 
Africa65 

Selectmen: Albert Bachelder, George G. 
Carter, J. Russell Dow. 5 
 
Henry Dearborn’s birthplace (John 
Dearborn garrison) is moved from 
foundation several years before WWI 
and orientation changed with it facing 
south and the east end turned toward 
Post Road.5 
 
Electricity comes to North Hampton 
buildings. 5 

1914 Sir William Ashbee Tritton and Major 
Walter Gordon Wilson develop the 
military tank. 31 
 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand and wife 
assassinated 65 
 
World War I begins as the Ottoman 
Empire declares war on Bosnia. US 
remains neutral 31, 158 

 
The first zipper is invented. 158 

 
The Federal Trade Commission is 
established. 191 
 
“Tarzan of the Apes” written by 
Burroughs 65 
 
Panama Canal opens31 

452 hogs in North Hampton census. 5 
 
Selectmen: Albert Bachelder, George G. 
Carter, J. Russell Dow. 5 
 

1915 Rocky Mountain National Park, 
Colorado opens 26 

 

British liner Lusitanian is sunk by 
German U-Boats, killing 128 American 



J. Russell Dow adds on a 160-ft poultry 
house. 5 
 
The primary is moved to the second 
Tuesday in March to coincide with 
Town Meeting Day.  This made it easier 
for our rural population, who were busy 
plowing fields in April and May. 31 

passengers. 31 
 
Charlie Chaplin creates the popular 
“tramp” character in movies. 158 

 
Hurricane hits Galveston TX and New 
Orleans LA killing 275.  On the 
Chicago River, the excursion steamer 
Eastland capsizes leaving 812 to 845 
dead. 83, 85 

Town Inventory: 212 horses; 10-pair 
oxen; 537 cows; 50 other neat stock; 403 
hogs; 1 mule 12 
 
Selectmen: Albert Bachelder, George G. 
Carter, Irving W. Marston. 5 
 
Charles Block holds 5th masquerade Ball 
in Centennial Hall, with Mrs. Block at 
the piano.  She said she must have worn 
out 2 or 3 pianos in her long career. 5 
 
A special milk train takes all the milk 
from North Hampton, leaving at 7:15am 
for Beverly, Chelsea, Lynn and Boston.  
Approx. 25 farmers deliver milk to the 
train, after milking the cows since 
3:30am. 5 

 
Simon Howard Leavitt dies.  He had 
learned the tanning business with 
Benjamin Hobbs, and remained with B. 
Hobbs and took care of him until his 
passing, when S. Howard Leavitt 
inherited his property. 192 
 
Rollins store burns to the ground along 
with all of the inventory and accounting 
records and several years of town 
records, as Mr. Rollins was the town 
clerk. 5 
 
New Hampshire holds it first primary 
voting for delegates to the Nation 
Convention, still not directly for 
candidates.  The primary takes place 1 

1916 Monet begins water lily paintings 65 
 
John T. Thompson manufactures the 
“Tommy” submachine gun. 31 
 
Polio strikes nationally with 27,363 
cases reported, of which 7,000 die. 83 
 
The first “Rose Bowl” football game. 

158 

 
New Hampshire has largest percentage 
of French Canadians of all of the states. 

81 
 



week after Indiana’s and on the same 
day as Minnesota.  To register, the 
candidate needed 100 signatures and 
$10. 31 
 
North Hampton votes in Presidential 
Election: Democrat Woodrow Wilson 
113 votes; Republican Charles E. 
Hughes 92 votes. Gilman H. Moulton 
elected Town Rep. 5 
Selectmen: Fred L. Cotton, George G. 
Carter, Irving W. Marston. Alfred L 
Marston Town Rep 2 yrs. James F. 
Leavitt Town Clerk for next 13 years. 5 
 
Charles Block hosts dance affair with a 
live goose for the prize.5 
 
 
Henry Dearborn’s birthplace (John 
Dearborn garrison) destroyed by fire 
from lightening (90 Post Road site). 5 
 
18 men from North Hampton enter the 
war. 12 

1917 Bolsheviks overthrow Russian 
government removing the Czar and 
becoming a communist state. 65,195 

 
Germany declares unrestricted 
submarine warfare against all ships. 
United States enters World War I on 
the side of the Allies, “the war to end 
all wars.” 31, 158 

 
Congress bans alcohol with the 14th 
amendment to the US Constitution. 158 
Prohibition begins 65 
 

 
The Eddystone (PA) Munitions plant 
explodes, killing 133. 83 
 
Matton, IL tornado kills 101. 83 
 
“Flash-freezing food perfected 65 

Selectmen: George G. Carter, Irving W. 
Marston, Lewis D. Hill. 5 
 
In mid-Feb, the ocean froze over as far 
as the eye could see – a sight, even the 
oldest living residents had never seen. 5 
 
North Hampton forests no longer 
produce tall ship masts.  Still some 
lumbering crop from Barton’s Hill’s 
four saw mills. 5 
 
The old John F. French farm sold to 
Boylston Brewing Company of Boston 
and renamed Forest Hill Farms.  Later, a 

1918 Spanish Flu pandemic 65More people 
hospitalized in WWI from Influenza 
than wounds. 82  More than 500,000 die 
in US. 83 US Army training camps 
became death camps with 80% death 
rate in some camps. 82 
 
Number of US forces serving in the war 
was 4,734,991, with 204,002 wounded 
and 53,402 dying on the field of battle. 

113 Allied and Central Powers sign an 
armistice, ending World War I. Total 
deaths approx. 10-million of service 
personnel.31, 158,195 

 



section of this farm became the 
Sagamore Golf Club. 5 
 
 
Police Department equipment cost $15, 
which included the care of tramps. 70 

British women over 30 years old 
allowed to vote. 195 
 
1,000 die, including 453 in Cloquet, 
MN in forest fire. 83, 85 
 
The Great Train Wreck kills 101 in 
Nashville, TN.  The Malbone Street 
Train Wreck in Brooklyn kills 93.  The 
Hammond (IN) Circus Train Wreck 
kills 86.85 

Selectmen: George G. Carter, Irving W. 
Marston, Lewis D. Hill. 5 
 
 
Warner Wagon & Carriage Shop ceases 
business after 2 generations, due to John 
W. Warner’s death, a Civil War POW 
veteran. 5 
 
Rum Runners along North Hampton 
coast under the cover of darkness, 
frequenting Rye Ledge off the Farragut 
Hotel at Rye Beach.  A chauffeur at 
Little Boar’s Head was in kahoots with 
them and Federal agents caught him in a 
road block in North Hampton. 5 
 
George A. Batchelder Town Rep 2 yrs. 5 

1919 “Red Summer” race riots 65 
 
More than 600 killed, mostly on ships 
at sea, when hurricane hits the Florida 
Keys and Texas coast. 83, 85 
 
First daily airmail service between New 
York and Chicago. 158 

 
Boston (MA) Molasses Disaster causes 
21 deaths in explosion. Fire-fighters 
knee deep in molasses.  Repairs take 
133 man-months and out-of-court 
settlements estimated at $6.6 billion. 

85,131 
 
Grand Canyon National Park opens 26 

Population: 677 (20 more than in 1790 
130 years before.)Only 2 sheep, down 
from 239 in 1985. 5   
 
Thomas F. Marston dies at 94-3/4 years 
old, had owned a wagon and 
wheelwright shop. 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1920 National Population: 106,418,284 40 

 

Minnesota drops its primary and 
Indiana changes its primary date to 
May.  New Hampshire becomes the 
first in the Nation to hold its primary. 31 
 
Congress grants women the right to 
vote with the 19th amendment to the US 
Constitution. 158 

 
Austrian Politian Adolph Hitler creates 
the NAZI party. 195 
 
Mahatma Gandi promotes peaceful 
civil disobedience in India against 
British rule. 195 



Selectmen: Irving W. Marston, Leslie L. 
Lovett, James F. Hobbs, Jr. 
 
Lobsters sold for 10-cents a pound. 5 
 
46 houses in Little Boar’s Head6 
 
When viewing the fish houses from 
Atlantic, there are expansive vegetable 
gardens cultivated by Albert Bachelder 
to supply his hotel guests with fresh 
foods. 5  
 
Dr. Harvey Cushing, “Father of 
Neurological Surgery”, summers in Dow 
Cottage (just below the Studebaker 
House.) 5 
 
Clock on Town Hall if a gift from 
Joseph O. Hobbs. 5 
 
Trolley service to Little Boar’s Head 
ceases and tracks removed. 5,8 
 
Fuller Gardens created by MA Gov. 
Alvan T. Fuller. 9 
 
The Chinese Umbrella Tea House opens 
at Little Boar’s Head by Mary 
Southworth. 12 
 
North Hampton votes in Presidential 
Election: Republican Warren G. Harding 
204 votes; Democrat James M. Cox 105 
votes. 5 
 
North Hampton men have to dig out 
snow-bound steam locomotive train near 
the North Hampton station. 5 
 
Mail delivery halted for a week, as it 
was impossible for Louis Chevalier to 
make his rounds. 5 

 
First commercial radio broadcast 65 

Selectmen: Irving W. Marston, James F. 
Hobbs, Jr., Herman L. Norton. Samuel 
A. Dow Town Representative 4 yrs (2 

1921 Warren G. Harding, 29th President of 
U.S. 17, 158 

 



terms) 5 Rudolph Valentino in “The Sheik” 
(film)  65 

Selectmen: Irving W. Marston, James F. 
Hobbs, Jr., Herman L. Norton. 5 
 
New construction halted due to 
economy, carpenters were taking forced 
vacations, very little lumber cut, no mills 
running, but milk business was still 
source of income for town with large 
shipments daily to Boston (even though 
price of milk had declined. 5 
 
Postman Lewis Chevalier delivers mail 
in horse-draw sleigh. 10 

1922 King Tutankhamen’s tomb discovered 
653000-year old mummy and beautiful 
treasures perfectly preserved. 195 
 
20-ton meteor hits Blackston, Virginia. 

158 

 
Insulin new treatment for diabetes 65 
 
End of Ottoman rule in Turkey 65 

 


